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Painting Description
A terminal degree is the highest level of education for the professional or academic track for a specific discipline. It is thus the highest degree that one can achieve. While master’s degree is the highest degree in some professions, terminal degrees in nursing include, doctor of philosophy degree (Ph.D. or PhD), doctor of science in nursing (DNSc., DSN), and a doctorate in education (EdD). These are the highest but for a practioner nurse, a bachelor’s degree is the essential requirement. Of the terminal degrees both PhD and DSc. are important and have a greater impact on patient outcomes, quality of care, and advancement of the profession.
One of the areas that leads to advancement in the quality of care and patient out-comes is research. Each and every field especially science and health related is dependent on research to improve the skills and the way of treatment. In nursing, the research-focused Doctorates in Nursing are PhD, DNSc., and EdD. The reason for doctor of philosophy degree in nursing is to create scientists and researchers. These researchers and scientists study and report on the clinical and professional issues on nursing profession. Thus doctor of philosophy in nursing has a greater impact on the quality of care, patient outcome and on the profession since, the reports on the profession and clinical issues help to improve performance of the nurses in practice. For instance, to find out the main reason why patient outcomes is not optimum, these nurses set out to objectively find out and determine the reason behind the problem. They ten come out with answers that help the nurses to perform better (DRENNAN, 2011, p. 12).
.
A doctorate in education is also of greater impact to the nursing profession. The EdD are considered to be either a research doctorate or a practice doctorate. The main focus of this field is on administrative and higher education leadership. The EdD is of impact because it is focused on application of education research, they are majorly focused on creating education knowledge and has disserting. The conducting of educational research results in new knowledge or improving teaching and learning knowledge that is much more significant to the schools of nursing and the nurses being trained. It is thus of great impact on the nursing profession of the quality of nurses produced from nursing schools (Waxman, 2010, p. 9).
The practice focused doctorates are also of great importance in patient outcome and quality of nursing. The doctor of nursing practice degree (DNP) and DNAP are practice focused degrees. The doctor of nursing practice degree is meant to take the knowledge created and change the practice to produce positive patient outcomes. In regards to nursing, patient outcome is the key agenda and the most important in the practice of nursing. Other than patient outcomes that are positive, doctor of nursing practice degree is meant to produce effective nurse and organizational incomes. These are fundamental issues that uphold the integrity of the profession and thus the greater impact of DNP (DRENNAN, 2011, p. 12).
In general these terminal degrees are important in the three key ways that are fundamental to nursing. The main areas are in education, research and practice. These three areas are intertwined together and each plays a critical role in ensuring effective positive patient outcomes, quality practice, quality of care and advancement in profession. These are very vital and must be considered altogether. There must be researchers both educational and clinical to improve on the situation. The practice nurses hold the key to quality patient outcomes and the quality of care delivered to the patients.


